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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of lime may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified atiove is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) IVIONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 October 2003 . 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disp sition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 2-6.8-10 and 12-14 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above ciaim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) {Z\ Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |E1 Claim(sl 2-6.8-10 and 12-14 is/are rejected. 
/)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)|ElAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 



4) CH Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) □ Notice oflnformal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's arguments filed on Oct. 22, 2003 have been ftilly considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art arc 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
havmg ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-6, 8-10 and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hakamatsuka et al. (Hakamatsuka) (5,410,642) in view of Yakawa (6,421,1 10). 

Hakamatsuka discloses in the abstract an ID card making apparatus and method with an 
image reading means (la, lb) for reading an image from a predetermined area large enough to 
include a photograph of predetermined size attached to an application form and an image 
processing section (2) for making an ID based on the image. Hakamatsuka discloses detecting 
and extracting the image data obtained by the image reading means (la) and including at least a 
photograph attached to the ID card application form, and photographic image extraction means 
for extracting a photographic image from an area which is inside a region defined by a 
photograph edge and which excludes the photograph edge detected by comparing vertical and 
horizontal components of the photograph portion of the ID card application form (15) and 
obtained by the image reading means with the combination of vertical and horizontal 
components of predetermined photograph size (col. 6, lines 7-30) and ID card-making means for 
making an ID card on which the photographic image extracted by the photographic image 
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extraction means of the image procession section is printed (col. 10, lines 15-37). Hakamatsuka 
also discloses in the abstract and Fig. 16, an ID card making and preventing forgery by inchiding 
background and ID code with information that prevents forgery and storage means for the 
background and ID code (col. 1 1, lines 4-61). Hakamatsuka discloses image synthesis means for 
producing a composite image by synthesizing the background image data stored in the 
background image storage means with figure portion data extracted (col. 11, lines 4-61). 
However, Hakamatsuka does not disclose the image reading means which obtains the 
photograph data along with the ruled lines and characters and extracting from the photograph 
data and excluding the ruled lines and characters. Yakawa discloses a photo processing 
apparatus and method comprising an image reading means which reads an image from a 
predetermined area (See Fig. 3A and 3B). Yakawa further discloses that the actual image region 
is detected and extracted according to vertical and horizontal component or the size of an actual 
image region (col. 6, lines 8-14). Although Yakawa does not disclose extracting from the 
obtained data, only the photograph data while excluding ruled lines and characters, Yakawa 
discloses extracting from the obtained data which included the surrounding image data portion, 
the effective image data portion while excluding the surrounding image. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to provide the edge 
detecting and image extracting of Yakawa to the invention of Hakamatsuka in order to obtain the 
image of appropriate size so that no unwanted portion of the photograph appears in the ID as 
taught by Yakawa in col. 1, lines 51-63. 
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Response to Amendment 

Applicant argues that the cited references do not disclose extracting photograph data 

from surrounding ruled lines and characters. Applicant argues that because the density 

difference is smaller between the photograph data and the ruled lines and characters, as 

compared to the density difference between a photograph data and the surrounding image data 

portion of Yakawa. However, Yakawa discloses that even if the density difference is small, as 

long as there is some difference the detection and extracting means of Yakawa is able to extract 

only the photograph data. 

Where there is little difference in density level between the exposed and 
unexposed regions (e.g. of a film having photographs of night scenes), density 
hardly varies in the unexposed region but does vary, though slightly, in the 
exposed region (e.g. a photograph of the night sky) which is detectable. The 
division may be made by using this difference. That is, the extraction of 
actual image data is basically possible based on a difference in the density 
distribution (in other words, spatial frequency) of each pixel between the 
exposed and unexposed regions. Where density distribution hardly serves to 
distinguish between the two different regions, the actual image region may be 
determined by applying, as an extraction window, the size of an actual image 
region definitely obtained from another image frame, to the image data from 
which an actual image is to be extracted. (Yakawa in col. 5, line 45 - col. 6, line 15) 



Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to extract the photograph data 
from the surrounding image data without ruled lines and characters or surrounding image with 
ruled lines and characters. 

Applicant also argues that claimed invention is distinguishable from Yakawa in that 
Yakawa uses density differentiation while the claimed invention performs filter processing. 
However, the claims do not recite a filter processing. Also, the written description of the instant 
application discloses the following: 
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For example, the photograph position detector 121 is provided with a 
filter capable of detecting vertical and horizontal components of image data. 
By merely entering photograph size to the photograph position detector 121, the 
vertical and horizontal dimensions of a photograph edge can be estimated to a 
certain extent. To be more specific, the vertical and horizontal components 
detected by the filter are compared with the estimated vertical and horizontal 
dimensions of a photograph edge. Based on this comparison, a photograph edge 
can be derived from the image data, (pages 8 and 9). 

Estimating the vertical and horizontal dimensions from photograph size is taught by 
Hakamatsuka, and as to the filtering process, it is not clear what type of filter is used. It is not 
clear from the written description how the filter detects the horizontal and vertical components. 
Thus, applicant's arguments are not persuasive. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action, hi no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 



Application/Control Number: 09/741,016 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2851 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter Kim whose telephone number is (703) 305-0105. The 
examiner can nomially be reached on Monday-Thursday from 6:30 AM to 4:00 PM. The 
examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays during the same hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Russ Adams, can be reached on (703) 308-2847. Any inquiry of a general nature or 
relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 




Peter B. Kim 
Patent Examiner 
November 6, 2003 



